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Non^tabllshmentbf opiiilbn wlf htr@§ard to novelty, inventive step and iruiustrlal- applicability 
Lack of unity of invention • 

Re ason ed .statement under : Bute ;'43©*sl 1 (ajffl with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the International application 

Certain observations on the international application 

2 FURTHIB ACTION 

If a demand for international prejimlnaiy examination Is made, this opinion will usually be considered lo be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority {"I PEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
Iritemtonal Buraau umim Rule 6&1o^b) that wrfttBn opinions of this International Searching Authority 
wit not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a write* oplnbn of the IPEA, -the applicant is Invited to 
subiiiit tp the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three • 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT^SA£20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority dale, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT4SA&20. 
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Re Item V, 



1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US 5 601 291 A (GAVIN ET AL) 11 February 1997 (1997-02-1 1) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document, see 
especially figures 2 and 3 of this document) the following limiting features of claim 1 . 

A fitting, suitable for being attached to a membrane (as made of elastomeric material), 
comprising a mounting adaptor (60 can be seen as a mounting adaptor), a resiliency 
deformable part (1 02, 1 04) associated with said mounting adaptor. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is thus not new. 

Note: 

The resiliency deformable part can even achieve the following claimed result: when the 
mounting adaptor (60) is exposed to the pressure of a fluid from the left side* the 
resiliently deformable part is urged into gripping engagement with an insert. 

2.2 Dependent claims do not contain any features which, in combination with the features 
of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty 
or inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

Claims 2 to 5, 7 to 12 and 15 to 18 contain elements which are also disclosed in the 
fitting of D1 or which relates to other entities (an insert, a membrane, a fluid) which are 
not part of the claimed subject-matter but are only mentioned in relation to its use. The 
subject-matter of claims 2 to 5, 7 to 1 2 and 1 5 to 18 is not new. 

Claims 6, 13, 14, and 19 to 25 seem to concern slight constructional changes of the 
claimed fitting, which appear to come in the customary practice of the skilled person. The 
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subect-matter of these claims Jacks an inventive activity. 
Re Item VII. 

A document reflecting the prior art described on page 1„ is not identified in the de- 
scription (Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT). 

The independent claim is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT, 
with those features known in combination from the prior art being placed in the preamble 
(Rule 6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising 
part (Rule 6.3(b}(ii) PCT). 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Re Item VIII. 

The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claim 1 is not 
clear. 

Some of the elements mentioned such as the membrane, the insert, the fluid, in the 
apparatus claim relate to a method of using the apparatus rather than clearly defining 
the apparatus in terms of its technical features. The intended limitations are therefore 
not clear from this claim, contrary to the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

These elements relating to the use of the fitting are not part of the claimed subject- 
matter, they are left out of consideration for the assessment of novelty (PCT Guidelines 
Chapter 12, paragraph 05). 

Moreover, claim 1 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for 
which protection is sought is not clear also in that respect: the claim attempts to define 
the subject-matter in terms of the result to be achieved. 

The following passage of claim 1 : " said resiliency deformable part being arranged such 
that when the mounting adaptor is secured to said membrane and exposed to a force 
exerted by fluid at one of two sides of the membrane, the resiliency deformable part is 
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